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In line with Charities Services’ reporting requirements for a ‘Statement of Service Performance’, this year we 

are making a more obvious effort to report on ‘outcomes’ (what we achieved through our activities), as well 

as ‘outputs’ (activities).  I hope this might prove to be an interesting development. 

 

Newsletters 

  
In the year July 1 2020 to June 30 2021, we unfortunately didn’t achieve our planned four newsletters for the 

year, largely because of Draft Spatial Plan (although we squeezed out an extra last year, right on the cusp of 

the last financial year end.). In addition to information about other activities and events, they included stories 

on the Wellington Housing Trust and its origins in Mt Victoria, the Carter family of Scarborough Terrace 

and the first residents of 80 Pirie Street 

 

Outcome:  

New research was conducted into the history of Mt Victoria to expand our knowledge base, and shared with 

members through the newsletters.  Members were also kept informed about the Draft Spatial Plan, events 

and activities. As older newsletters were added to the website, information was also shared with the wider 

public. 

 

Events 
 

We were very fortunate not to have any events affected by Covid restrictions and ran two new guided walks - 

The Ghosts of Business Past (led by Colin Carr) in December last year and Paterson Street and Wellington 

East Girls College (led by Jo Newman and Alan Olliver) in March this year. Rosemary Bromley also 

repeated her Hutchinson family walk, due to demand. At our last AGM we had a fascinating talk by Sally 

McLean about Dr Edith Huntly and a Majoribanks St refuge for women around the turn of the 20th century.  

 

The planned celebration of our 25th Anniversary as a Society, with fabulous little jazz band including one of 

our members, unfortunately had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers. 

 

Outcome:  

Guided walks are popular with members and others around Wellington (who learn of them through our 

website/Facebook or friends) and bring Mt Victoria history to life because its evidence can still be seen 

today.  Cancelling the 25th Anniversary event was necessary, so that we didn’t waste members funds and we 

would like to especially thank members who donated the price of their tickets in lieu of refunds. 

 

Heritage advocacy 
 

The all-consuming activity on this front centred around the Draft Spatial Plan.  In this we worked with a 

number of other groups, such as Keep Wellington’s Character and Thorndon Society.  We also participated 

in the informal Mt Victoria Planning Group which developed the ‘alternative plan’ for intensification in Mt 

Victoria.  As part of this, we presented to the public meeting in May.  Before this, in September 2020, we 

presented to a public meeting with the Mayor and Councillors. 

 

One of our major initiatives was the petition to ‘take the temperature’ of Mt Victoria residents on their views 

of the Draft Spatial Plan.  To determine the best way to do this a preliminary survey was carried out by a 

marketing consultant, which provided valuable background information and guided the petition content and 

conduct.  While all the committee and a couple of members stomped the streets for hours talking about the 

issue and gaining signatures, we have to especially thank committee member Phil Kelliher for his initiative, 

leadership and energy on this. 

Other activities related to the Draft Spatial Plan included helping with a letterbox drop for Keep 

Wellington’s Character in Mt Victoria; doing a walkabout with the Mayor and ward councillors Nicola 

Young, Iona Pannett and Tamatha Paul; writing an article for Scoop; researching and preparing a submission 

to WCC and delivering two oral presentations to the Council (one about the submission and another about  



 

 

 

 

the petition); participating in a Council workshop and meetings with individual Council Officers and 

individual councillors. Also, having had no success on the case for including Tutchen Avenue and Stafford 

Street in character/heritage areas, we prepared and submitted a case to WCC on the importance of these, after 

the main submission period closed. 

 

Outcome: 

The outcome of the final Spatial Plan has been very disappointing for many in Mt Victoria, as it is worse 

than the proposed Draft.  We did succeed in getting Tutchen Avenue included in a character area, but not 

Stafford Street.  In addition, the petition has been an extremely powerful tool, providing evidence which the 

Council cannot deny.  It also proved to be a remarkable opportunity for raising awareness and connecting 

with fellow residents.  We even gained a few new members. 

 

A strong network of inner-city heritage suburb advocates has been reconnected and there is a huge amount of 

knowledge around this ‘table’ to take us into the Draft District Plan debate. 

 

Other activities 
 

Due to resourcing constraints, we made no progress on our heritage plaque project but we do hope to revive 

it in the not-too-distant future.  (The idea is for a ‘system’ of simple MVHS plaques which owners can 

choose to purchase for their home if they wish e.g. “Bernard Freyberg lived here”.) 

 

We upgraded our website to implement necessary security and other upgrades, and to improve spam 

protection. 

 

In April our now-annual (barring COVID/weather intervention) ‘Mary Taylor’ picnic afternoon tea was held 

at the top of Mt Victoria. Understandably, we did not have the usual international tourists to entertain, but 

even local visitors seem to enjoy the sight. 

 

Good progress was made on the heritage interpretation panel for the top of Mt Victoria with design 

completed by WCC. We hope that the next two ideas for these will be able to be pursued soon. 

 

Outcome: 

We are not losing sight of what we think are important projects, despite the all-consuming Spatial Plan, and 

have completed our part of the first MVHS Mt Vic Town Belt heritage plaque. 

 

Membership 
 

Membership numbers at June 30, 2021 stood at 68. 

 

Outcome: 

As mentioned earlier, we had a number of new members this year and a healthy, if not huge, increase. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Once again, I’d like to thank the committee for the past year: Jane O’Loughlin, Alan Olliver, Phil Kelliher 

and Rosemary Bromley for their hard work on so many different fronts.  Our committee is small, however, 

and therefore limited in what it can achieve – we always seem to want to do more than we can.  We are very 

happy for members to assist with projects, without joining the committee, so please don’t hesitate to let us 

know if you’d like to get involved e.g. heritage plaques. 

 

Finally, thank you, members, for your support over the past year. 
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