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The past financial year has been a busy one for the committee, as always.  New research into the 

history of Mt Victoria was carried out to expand our knowledge base, and shared with members, but 

we also delivered on our rebranding project and started another major new project.  

 

Newsletters 

  

In the year July 1 2023 to June 30 2024, we achieved our standard of issuing four newsletters. In 

addition to information about our activities, events and heritage news, they included stories on the 

Ellice Street quarry; Sonic Recordings; a tribute to former resident and activist Victor Davie; and 

Westbourne Grove.  It was great to work with a new member on the Westbourne Grove research 

and all newsletter stories were researched and written by members. 

 

Events 

 

This year, thanks to research carried out by Rosemary Bromley, we enjoyed an afternoon 

‘conversation’ with Annette Dunnage-Roy, who talked about her father’s pioneering recording 

business Sonic Records in Elizabeth Street. 

 

For Wellington’s Heritage Week we ran two ‘Hidden Corners of Mt Victoria’. The public walk was 

oversubscribed, and a walk for members only finished with afternoon tea at David Lee’s 1875 

house. 

 

In March, well-known author and resident, Jane Tolerton, gave a well-attended and entertaining talk 

about William Waring Taylor’s nefarious activities. 

 

Heritage advocacy 

 

At the beginning of the year there was what felt like a victory and vindication of all the research and 

effort we had put into advocating for the protection of heritage in the proposed new District Plan, 

when the Independent Hearing Panel Commissioners issued a decision that essentially said that 

there was room for retaining much larger character areas than the Council wanted.  Those hopes 

were quickly dashed when the Council decided it would not accept the Commissioners’ 

recommendations and the final decision was referred to the new government and Minister of 

Housing for the final decision. In that, he supported the Council’s decision to reduce character 

areas.  This was very disappointing, and we are left with trying to advocate for Mount Victoria’s 

heritage on a case-by-case basis in what will now be a particularly challenging environment. 

 

The research on Westbourne Grove was also inspired by the need to try and protect, if not the entire 

dwelling at 43 Westbourne Grove, at least the special character of the property and those 

surrounding it.  

 

New logo 

 

After a lengthy development process, starting with a small workshop of committee and members in 

May 2022, we finally launched our new logo on Newsletter No. 108 in June.  While it was, in some 

ways, sad to say goodbye to Queen Vic (based on a photograph of the statue on Kent and 

Cambridge Tce by a member, Rachel Mcfarlane), we think the new logo is right for the times and 

will serve us well into the future. 
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Other activities 

 

In March this year we pitched to the Council the idea of celebrating the centennial of the Embassy 

Theatre, which opened as the De Luxe Theatre on October 31st 1924.  They came on board 

enthusiastically and, at their request, have committed to running guided historical tours of the 

theatre during the Wellington Heritage Festival.   

 

We also decided in June that we would go ahead with development of a history panel to fill the 

empty glass display case on the Majoribanks Street Embassy wall. The resource required was the 

only reason for our initial hesitation but eventually we agreed that it was such a worthwhile project 

that we would commit to it. Research and content development, engagement of a designer, 

fundraising and work with the Council on practical issues got under way.  Huge thanks go to our 

members (and others) who have donated to this project, and to others. 

 

Membership numbers at June 30, 2024 remained relatively unchanged. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Once again, I must thank the committee for the past year: Jane O’Loughlin, Alan Olliver, Margaret 

Earle and Rosemary Bromley for their hard work on so many different fronts.  We would always 

welcome any member who would like to assist with projects, without joining the committee, so please 

don’t hesitate to let us know if you’d like to get involved. 

 

Finally, thank you, members, for your support over the past year. 

 

 

 

 

Joanna M.A. Newman 

Convenor  
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