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As usual, the past financial year has been a busy one for our small committee but we believe we
have delivered value for members. New research into the history of Mt Victoria was carried out to
expand our knowledge base, and shared with members, but we were also pleased to be able to
deliver another major project.

Embassy Theatre panel

Our major project for the year was the creation and installation of the panel on the history of the
Embassy Theatre in the second glass display case on the Majoribanks St side of the theatre. This
involved negotiations with the Wellington City Council, research, image selection, image
procurement and rights agreements, writing, working with designers, fund-raising, and organising
installation. The majority of the project was undertaken by two committee members.

We are incredibly grateful to members who donated to this project, as well as to other
organisations and individuals, as without them it would not have been possible. All who wished to
be acknowledged are recorded on the panel itself.

Events

Our AGM last year was held in The Cambridge Hotel for a change. It was followed by a talk on its
history and renovation by the Hotel’s owner, then a tour of the building.

For Wellington’s Heritage Week we ran six tours of the Embassy Theatre over Labour Weekend,
sharing its history with around 90 visitors. While these were supported by Wellington City Council,
committee members researched, swotted up on the history and guided these, with two of us
present on each tour.

We also organised an ‘unveiling’ of the new Embassy Theatre history panel for members and
invited guests with a special cake. We were extremely appreciative of the Council’s contribution
towards this function.

Then, in April, Jo Newman led a guided tour of Art Deco Mount Victoria for members.
The last event for the financial year was a visit to the historic home at 20 Austin Street. Huge

thanks to the owners (and now members) for so generously opening their home to us, telling us
about its history and sharing interesting material related to it. This was followed by afternoon tea



on the lawn in front of what was once the grand entrance. The visit was very popular and
unfortunately some keen to attend were not able to.

Newsletters

In the year July 1 2024 to June 30 2025, we achieved our target of issuing four newsletters. In
addition to information about our activities, events and heritage news, they included stories about
Sir Arthur Porritt (inspired by the Olympic Games); The Cambridge Hotel; William McLean and his
connections with Mount Victoria; and the Austin Street Boys’ Home.

Other

Our new logo development was followed up by implementing the change on our website, with
accompanying font and colour updates. We also took the opportunity to make necessary security
and basic upgrades of the software required.

Membership numbers at June 30, 2025 remained relatively unchanged.

This year, we sadly record the death of one of our founding members, Julie Middleton. Over nearly
30 years, she contributed in so many ways to the success of MVHS and she will be sorely missed.

Conclusion

Once again, | must thank the committee for the past year: Jane O’Loughlin, Alan Olliver, Margaret
Earle and Rosemary Bromley for their hard work on so many different fronts.

Finally, thank you, members, for your support over the past year.

Joanna M.A. Newman
Convenor

September 2025



